August 29, 2011

Dear St. Peter Parents:

The new school year is upon us and we have plenty to accomplish.  This should be an interesting year in social studies.  There is never a shortage of issues to discuss with our national elections looming and all of the regime changes happening globally!
As some of you may know, I am a career changer.  I worked in financial software for many years as a development manager.  One of my favorite roles was as trainer to both clients and new consultants.  The teaching profession was a natural segue for me. I earned an MAT degree from Dominican University while holding my full-time position.  My “due diligence” student teaching was at St. Michael’s in Wheaton. This year will be my eighth at St. Peter School.  My endorsements are in middle school social studies and language arts, so they are a perfect fit for what I’ll be teaching this year.  Teaching both subjects to the 6th grade will afford me the opportunity for cross-curricular pursuits.  I anticipate a fruitful and fun year with middle schoolers actively engaged in the pursuit of knowledge and skills.
During our first few days together, I have conveyed the following classroom rules and guidelines for success to your students along with some general expectations.  First, the rules; come to class promptly and ready to learn, remain on task, no interrupting the teacher during instruction, no food or electronic devices in the room,  and penalties for late work are 10% for day 1, 50% for days thereafter. Next, the success guidelines are; be responsible, always try, do your personal best, cooperate with others and treat persons and property with respect.  The specific academic goals will be discussed at Open House.  Per the curriculum, 8th studies World Geography, 7th American History and 6th World History. 
It is best to contact me via the school email at kosman@stpeterrockets.org.  I can also be reached by leaving a message on the faculty lounge phone at 630-232-0476 x206.  As my after school schedule varies, I would ask that you make an appointment to discuss any issues after first attempting via email or the phone.  I do not send letters home on a scheduled basis.  I typically only send written communication if I desire a signature.  Please refer to TeacherEase for grades and behavior comments and my St. Peter Rockets teacher page for pertinent documents, upcoming tests and projects and any important activity dates of note.
It was so nice to see the St. Peter families at Back to School day.  I am looking forward to the school year with all of its traditions, but also its new possibilities. 
Sincerely,

Mrs. Osman
Mrs. Osman
